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This book reassesses theories of agency and gender identity against the backdrop of changing relations
between men and women in contemporary societies. McNay argues that recent thought on the formation of
the modern subject offers a one-sided or negative account of agency, which underplays the creative
dimension present in the responses of individuals to changing social relations. An understanding of this
creative element is central to a theory of autonomous agency, and also to an explanation of the ways in
which women and men negotiate changes within gender relations.

In exploring the implications of this idea of agency for a theory of gender identity, McNay brings together
the work of leading feminist theorists - such as Judith Butler and Nancy Fraser - with the work of key
continental social theorists. In particular, she examines the work of Pierre Bourdieu, Paul Ricoeur and
Cornelius Castoriadis, each of whom has explored different aspects of the idea of the creativity of action.
McNay argues that their thought has interesting implications for feminist ideas of gender, but these have
been relatively neglected partly because of the huge influence of the work of Michel Foucault and Jacques
Lacan in this area. She argues that, despite its suggestive nature, feminist theory must move away from the
ideas of Foucault and Lacan if a more substantive account of agency is to be introduced into ideas of gender
identity.

This book will appeal to students and scholars in the areas of social theory, gender studies and feminist
theory.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Terry:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Gender and Agency: Reconfiguring the Subject in Feminist and Social
Theory.

Melinda Gregory:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer
that question since just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Gender and
Agency: Reconfiguring the Subject in Feminist and Social Theory to read.

Edward Cottrell:

The publication untitled Gender and Agency: Reconfiguring the Subject in Feminist and Social Theory is the
guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown
to you. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you
is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Gender and Agency: Reconfiguring the Subject in
Feminist and Social Theory from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Michael Grammer:

This Gender and Agency: Reconfiguring the Subject in Feminist and Social Theory is great publication for
you because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can
point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Gender and Agency: Reconfiguring the Subject in Feminist and Social Theory
in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this really is
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?
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