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"If the Balkans hadn't existed, they would have been invented" was the verdict of Count Hermann Keyserling
in his famous 1928 publication, Europe. This book traces the relationship between the reality and the
invention. Based on a rich selection of travelogues, diplomatic accounts, academic surveys, journalism, and
belles-lettres in many languages, Imagining the Balkans explores the ontology of the Balkans from the
eighteenth century to the present day, uncovering the ways in which an insidious intellectual tradition was
constructed, became mythologized, and is still being transmitted as discourse.

The author, who was raised in the Balkans, is in a unique position to bring both scholarship and sympathy to
her subject. A region geographically inextricable from Europe, yet culturally constructed as "the other," the
Balkans have often served as a repository of negative characteristics upon which a positive and self-
congratulatory image of the "European" has been built. With this work, Todorova offers a timely, accessible
study of how an innocent geographic appellation was transformed into one of the most powerful and
widespread pejorative designations in modern history.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Bussey:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own
spare time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book
entitled Imagining the Balkans? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can
spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion
or you have different opinion?

Geraldine Matson:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for all of us. The book Imagining the Balkans was making you to know about other know-
how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide
Imagining the Balkans is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when
you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
while using book Imagining the Balkans. You never experience lose out for everything should you read some
books.

Mary Logsdon:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Imagining the Balkans book since this book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees
there is no doubt in it you know.

Teresa Randall:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Imagining the Balkans as your daily
resource information.
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