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Post-Unification Italy saw an unprecedented rise of the middle classes, an expansion in the production of
print culture, and increased access to education and professions for women, particularly in urban areas.
Although there was still widespread illiteracy, especially among women in both rural and urban areas, there
emerged a generation of women writers whose domestic fiction and journalism addressed a growing female
readership. This study looks at the work of three of the most significant women writers of the period: La
Marchesa Colombi, Neera, and Matilde Serao. These writers, whose works had been largely forgotten for
much of the last century, only to be rediscovered by the Italian feminist movement of the 1970s, were widely
read and received considerable critical acclaim in their day. In their realist fiction and journalism, these
professional women writers documented and brought to light the ways in which women participated in
everyday life in the newly independent Italy, and how their experiences differed profoundly from those of
men.

Katharine Mitchell shows how these three authors, while hardly radical emancipationists, offered late-
nineteenth-century readers an implicit feminist intervention and a legitimate means of approaching and
engaging with the burning social and political issues of the day regarding “the woman question” – women’s
access to education and the professions, legal rights, and suffrage.  Through close examinations of these
authors and a selection of their works – and with reference to their broader artistic, socio-historical, and geo-
political contexts – Mitchell not only draws attention to their authentic representations of contemporary
social and historical realities, but also considers their important role as a cultural medium and catalyst for
social change.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Ehlers:

The book untitled Italian Women Writers: Gender and Everyday Life in Fiction and Journalism, 1870-1910
(Toronto Italian Studies) is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so
the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Italian
Women Writers: Gender and Everyday Life in Fiction and Journalism, 1870-1910 (Toronto Italian Studies)
from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

James Nadler:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all
day every day to reading a book. The book Italian Women Writers: Gender and Everyday Life in Fiction and
Journalism, 1870-1910 (Toronto Italian Studies) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to
develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Virginia Dunn:

This Italian Women Writers: Gender and Everyday Life in Fiction and Journalism, 1870-1910 (Toronto
Italian Studies) is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of information for you who
also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts
accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult
core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Italian Women Writers: Gender and Everyday
Life in Fiction and Journalism, 1870-1910 (Toronto Italian Studies) in your hand like obtaining the world in
your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen
small right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic
do you still doubt that?

Armando McFarland:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Italian Women Writers: Gender and
Everyday Life in Fiction and Journalism, 1870-1910 (Toronto Italian Studies) to make your reading is



interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and studying
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the book Italian
Women Writers: Gender and Everyday Life in Fiction and Journalism, 1870-1910 (Toronto Italian Studies)
can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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