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When Jewish neoconservatives burst upon the political scene, many people were surprised. Conventional
wisdom held that Jews were uniformly liberal. This book explodes the myth of a monolithic liberal Judaism.
Michael Staub tells the story of the many fierce battles that raged in postwar America over what the
authentically Jewish position ought to be on issues ranging from desegregation to Zionism, from Vietnam to
gender relations, sexuality, and family life. Throughout the three decades after 1945, Michael Staub shows,
American Jews debated the ways in which the political commitments of Jewish individuals and groups could
or should be shaped by their Jewishness. Staub shows that, contrary to conventional wisdom, the liberal
position was never the obvious winner in the contest.

By the late 1960s left-wing Jews were often accused by their conservative counterparts of self-hatred or of
being inadequately or improperly Jewish. They, in turn, insisted that right-wing Jews were deaf to the moral
imperatives of both the Jewish prophetic tradition and Jewish historical experience, which obliged Jews to
pursue social justice for the oppressed and the marginalized. Such declamations characterized disputes over a
variety of topics: American anticommunism, activism on behalf of African American civil rights,
imperatives of Jewish survival, Israel and Israeli-Palestinian relations, the 1960s counterculture, including
the women's and gay and lesbian liberation movements, and the renaissance of Jewish ethnic pride and
religious observance. Spanning these controversies, Staub presents not only a revelatory and clear-eyed
prehistory of contemporary Jewish neoconservatism but also an important corrective to investigations of
"identity politics" that have focused on interethnic contacts and conflicts while neglecting intraethnic ones.

Revising standard assumptions about the timing of Holocaust awareness in postwar America, Staub charts
how central arguments over the Holocaust's purported lessons were to intra-Jewish political conflict already
in the first two decades after World War II. Revisiting forgotten artifacts of the postwar years, such as Jewish
marriage manuals, satiric radical Zionist cartoons, and the 1970s sitcom about an intermarried couple entitled
Bridget Loves Bernie, and incidents such as the firing of a Columbia University rabbi for supporting anti-
Vietnam war protesters and the efforts of the Miami Beach Hotel Owners Association to cancel an African
Methodist Episcopal Church convention, Torn at the Roots sheds new light on an era we thought we knew
well.
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From reader reviews:

Nicholas Buchanan:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Torn at the Roots: The Crisis of Jewish Liberalism in Postwar America
(Religion and American Culture).

Dolores Rawson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important normally. The book Torn at the Roots: The Crisis of Jewish Liberalism in Postwar
America (Religion and American Culture) seemed to be making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book Torn at the Roots: The
Crisis of Jewish Liberalism in Postwar America (Religion and American Culture) is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can
spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book Torn at the Roots: The
Crisis of Jewish Liberalism in Postwar America (Religion and American Culture). You never really feel lose
out for everything if you read some books.

Jeffrey Cooks:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Torn at the
Roots: The Crisis of Jewish Liberalism in Postwar America (Religion and American Culture), you may tells
your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a guide.

Thomas Crittenden:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and Torn at the Roots: The Crisis of Jewish
Liberalism in Postwar America (Religion and American Culture) or even others sources were given know-



how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book
was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their
knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes Torn at the Roots: The Crisis of
Jewish Liberalism in Postwar America (Religion and American Culture) to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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