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For decades, anthropologist Hill Gates had waited for an opportunity to get to know the citizens of China as
she had done in Taiwan?face to face, over an extended period of time. At last in the late 1980s she set out on
an excursion to Sichuan Province. That visit was the first of many she would make there on a remarkable
double adventure: to gain a deeper understanding of Chinese women and to complete a difficult passage in
her own life. Looking for Chengdu is her memoir of these trips. By turns analytic, witty, and bittersweet,
Gates's observations on contemporary China are enlivened by a keen eye for the oddities of human behavior,
including her own.The vast, inland province of Sichuan was the birthplace of the Chinese economic reforms
of the 1970s, and is now speeding from the sixteenth to the twenty-first century. Was its economic boom
transforming women's lives, Gates wondered? After a generation of socialist rule, would women risk the
challenge of entrepreneurship? A feminist, she was especially curious to learn what Chinese of both sexes
defined as women's rights.Gates traveled?by boat, train, bus, car, bicycle, and foot (her preference)?across
the spectacular countryside, gleaning insight into China's massive bureaucracies from her experiences on an
obligatory vacation, in a Tibetan dance-hall, and at a shouting match in her Chengdu home. She met dozens
of hard-working, stylish women running family firms, and crossed paths with scholars and sailors. Her book
is rich in anecdotes and compelling moments, from her journey through mountain villages in search of five
thousand women with bound feet to low-voiced conversations about the Chengdu equivalent of the events at
Tiananmen Square.A fascinating glimpse into the deeply personal vocation of anthropology, Gates's memoir
will change the way readers think about the Chinese people.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Cash:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Looking for Chengdu: A Woman's Adventures in China (The Anthropology
of Contemporary Issues). Try to make the book Looking for Chengdu: A Woman's Adventures in China
(The Anthropology of Contemporary Issues) as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when
you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Robert Russo:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important normally. The book Looking for Chengdu: A Woman's Adventures in
China (The Anthropology of Contemporary Issues) had been making you to know about other expertise and
of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Looking for Chengdu: A
Woman's Adventures in China (The Anthropology of Contemporary Issues) is not only giving you far more
new information but also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read
your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book Looking for Chengdu: A Woman's Adventures
in China (The Anthropology of Contemporary Issues). You never feel lose out for everything in case you
read some books.

Jeffrey Lambert:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Looking for Chengdu: A Woman's Adventures in China (The Anthropology
of Contemporary Issues) book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that
want to supply to you. The writer regarding Looking for Chengdu: A Woman's Adventures in China (The
Anthropology of Contemporary Issues) content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking Looking for Chengdu: A Woman's Adventures in China (The Anthropology of
Contemporary Issues) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Lamar Carr:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social just



like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Looking for Chengdu: A Woman's Adventures in China (The Anthropology of
Contemporary Issues) when you essential it?
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