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In January 1964, in his first State of the Union address, President Lyndon Johnson announced a declaration
of “unconditional war” on poverty. By the end of the year the Economic Opportunity Act became law.

The War on Poverty illustrates the interweaving of rhetorical and historical forces in shaping public policy.
Zarefsky suggest that an important problem in the War on Poverty lay in its discourse. He assumes that
language plays a central role in the formulation of social policy by shaping the context within which people
view the social world. By terming the anti-poverty effort a war, President Johnson imparted significant
symbolism to the effort: it called for total victory and gave confidence that the “war” was winnable. It
influenced the definition of the enemy as an intergenerational cycle of poverty, rather than the shortcomings
of the individual; and it led to the choice of community action, manpower programs, and prudent
management as weapons and tactics. Each of these implications involves a choice of language and symbols,
a decision about how to characterize and discuss the world. Zarefsky contends that each of these rhetorical
choices was helpful to the Johnson administration in obtaining passage of the Economic Opportunity Ac of
1964, but that each choice invited redefinition or reinterpretation of a symbol in a way that threatened the
program.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Rodriguez:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book President Johnson's War On Poverty: Rhetoric and
History (Studies Rhetoric & Communicati). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important any book President Johnson's War On Poverty: Rhetoric and
History (Studies Rhetoric & Communicati). You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country
right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book.
You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Ross Adams:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this President Johnson's War
On Poverty: Rhetoric and History (Studies Rhetoric & Communicati).

Daniel Nelson:

President Johnson's War On Poverty: Rhetoric and History (Studies Rhetoric & Communicati) can be one of
your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing President Johnson's War On Poverty: Rhetoric and History (Studies Rhetoric
& Communicati) but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into
new stage of crucial thinking.

Raymond Crandall:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book President Johnson's War On Poverty: Rhetoric and History (Studies Rhetoric
& Communicati) was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know



how big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today,
many ways to get book you wanted.
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