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Studienarbeit aus dem Jahr 2010 im Fachbereich Englisch - Grammatik, Stil, Arbeitstechnik, Note: 1,3,
Universität zu Köln, Veranstaltung: English Grammar: Synchronic and Diachronic Aspects, Sprache:
Deutsch, Abstract: The terms ‘synthetic language’ and ‘analytic language’ in connection with linguistic
typo?logy have become commonplaces in contemporary lingusitics. They refer to morphological or rather
morpho-syntactic characteristics of languages. “Whereas analytic languages have very few affixes (for
example, Modern English), synthetic languages have many (for example, Latin, Old English).” (O’Grady et
al. 1997: 334) Using the quantifiers ‘very few’ and ‘many’, this definition by O’Grady et al. shows that it
might be problematic to speak about synthetic and analytic languages as ‘fixed’ or ‘closed categories’ in a
structuralist way. They rather denote prototypical categories or general tendencies, as there is hardly any
language which entirely belongs to one or the other category. Even a prototypically analytic language like
Present-Day English (PDE) has both grammaticalized synthetic elements and tendencies towards new
syntheticity, as O’Grady et al. or Danchev have shown.
In a synthetic language, four lexiacal categories are usually concerned with inflectio?n: verbs, nouns,
pronouns and adjectives. Since Old English, the earliest stage of the English language, the inflectional
system has continuously been reduced, and in PDE most grammatical relations are expressed through
analytic constructions. The tense system of Old English consisted of two morphologically marked tenses, the
present and the preterite. Futurity could be expressed through ‘futurate’ constructions employing present
tense or, rarely, be supported by a certain set of lexical verbs functioning as auxiliaries without losing their
lexical meaning, e.g. willan = to want, or sculan = must. These verbs were, unlike today, fully inflected.
(…)
This paper will show that the decline of the inflectional system made it quasi necessary to create and
strengthen analytic verb forms and finally grammaticalize them. The outcome of this process is the great
variety of ways to express temporal relationships and aspects, as we have them in Present-Day English. The
fundament of the English language may remain synthetic, however, the ‘construction above’ is clearly
analytic.
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From reader reviews:

Richard King:

The book Towards an Analytic Language: Synchronic and Diachronic Reflections on the Tense System of
English make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more
increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your
subject. If you can make reading through a book Towards an Analytic Language: Synchronic and Diachronic
Reflections on the Tense System of English for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like
add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like open and read a guide Towards an Analytic Language: Synchronic and Diachronic
Reflections on the Tense System of English. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

William Johnson:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Towards an Analytic
Language: Synchronic and Diachronic Reflections on the Tense System of English. All type of book are you
able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Guadalupe McCoy:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a publication. The book Towards an Analytic Language: Synchronic and
Diachronic Reflections on the Tense System of English it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to
deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Edward Grimes:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Towards an Analytic Language: Synchronic and
Diachronic Reflections on the Tense System of English to make your own reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make
you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for



you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that the publication Towards an Analytic Language:
Synchronic and Diachronic Reflections on the Tense System of English can to be your brand new friend
when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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