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In Anime’s Media Mix, Marc Steinberg convincingly shows that anime is far more than a style of Japanese
animation. Beyond its immediate form of cartooning, anime is also a unique mode of cultural production and
consumption that led to the phenomenon that is today called “media mix” in Japan and “convergence” in the
West.

According to Steinberg, both anime and the media mix were ignited on January 1, 1963, when Astro Boy hit
Japanese TV screens for the first time. Sponsored by a chocolate manufacturer with savvy marketing skills,
Astro Boy quickly became a cultural icon in Japan. He was the poster boy (or, in his case, “sticker boy”)
both for Meiji Seika’s chocolates and for what could happen when a goggle-eyed cartoon child fell into the
eager clutches of creative marketers. It was only a short step, Steinberg makes clear, from Astro Boy to
Pokémon and beyond.

Steinberg traces the cultural genealogy that spawned Astro Boy to the transformations of Japanese media
culture that followed—and forward to the even more profound developments in global capitalism supported
by the circulation of characters like Doraemon, Hello Kitty, and Suzumiya Haruhi. He details how
convergence was sparked by anime, with its astoundingly broad merchandising of images and its franchising
across media and commodities. He also explains, for the first time, how the rise of anime cannot be
understood properly—historically, economically, and culturally—without grasping the integral role that the
media mix played from the start. Engaging with film, animation, and media studies, as well as analyses of
consumer culture and theories of capitalism, Steinberg offers the first sustained study of the Japanese mode
of convergence that informs global media practices to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Williams:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want do that. You
must know how great and also important the book Anime's Media Mix: Franchising Toys and Characters in
Japan. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

William Riser:

The experience that you get from Anime's Media Mix: Franchising Toys and Characters in Japan is the more
deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Anime's Media Mix: Franchising Toys and Characters
in Japan giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Anime's
Media Mix: Franchising Toys and Characters in Japan instantly.

Charles Owens:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Anime's Media
Mix: Franchising Toys and Characters in Japan suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known
writer in this era. The actual book untitled Anime's Media Mix: Franchising Toys and Characters in Japanis a
single of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world.
When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-
book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world within this book.

Todd McCrea:

Typically the book Anime's Media Mix: Franchising Toys and Characters in Japan will bring you to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Anime's Media Mix: Franchising Toys
and Characters in Japan is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.
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