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In a single short book as elegant as it is wise, Ian Buruma makes sense of the most fateful span of Japan’s
history, the period that saw as dramatic a transformation as any country has ever known. In the course of
little more than a hundred years from the day Commodore Matthew Perry arrived in his black ships, this
insular, preindustrial realm mutated into an expansive military dictatorship that essentially supplanted the
British, French, Dutch, and American empires in Asia before plunging to utter ruin, eventually emerging
under American tutelage as a pseudo-Western-style democracy and economic dynamo.

What explains the seismic changes that thrust this small island nation so violently onto the world stage? In
part, Ian Buruma argues, the story is one of a newly united nation that felt it must play catch-up to the
established Western powers, just as Germany and Italy did, a process that involved, in addition to outward
colonial expansion, internal cultural consolidation and the manufacturing of a shared heritage. But Japan has
always been both particularly open to the importation of good ideas and particularly prickly about keeping
their influence quarantined, a bipolar disorder that would have dramatic consequences and that continues to
this day. If one book is to be read in order to understand why the Japanese seem so impossibly strange to
many Americans, Inventing Japan is surely it.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Orlando Bush:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important for people. The book Inventing Japan: 1853-1964 (Modern Library
Chronicles Series Book 11) seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can
take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve Inventing Japan: 1853-1964 (Modern
Library Chronicles Series Book 11) is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship with the book Inventing Japan: 1853-1964 (Modern Library Chronicles Series Book 11). You
never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

John Morris:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to anyone is you
don't know what one you should start with. This Inventing Japan: 1853-1964 (Modern Library Chronicles
Series Book 11) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Charles Adams:

The guide with title Inventing Japan: 1853-1964 (Modern Library Chronicles Series Book 11) has a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist
new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now.
That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring
you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can
read this anywhere you want.

Ruth Hill:

Beside this Inventing Japan: 1853-1964 (Modern Library Chronicles Series Book 11) in your phone, it may
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have Inventing Japan: 1853-1964 (Modern Library Chronicles Series Book 11) because this
book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's all
about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this
book and also read it from now!
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