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Recapturing Democracy is a short yet synoptic introduction to urban democracy in our era of political
neoliberalism and economic globalization. Combining an original argument with a number of case studies,
Mark Purcell explores the condition of democracy in contemporary Western cities. Whereas many scholars
focus on what Purcell calls "procedural democracy" – i.e., electoral politics and access to it – he instead
assesses "substantive democracy." By this he means the people’s ability to have some say over issues of
social justice, material well being, and economic equality. Neoliberalism, which advocates a diminished role
for the state and increasing power for mobile capital, has diminished substantive democracy in recent times,
he argues. He looks at case studies where this has occurred and at others that show how neoliberalism can be
resisted in the name of substantive democracy. Ultimately, he utilizes Henri Lefebvre’s notion of "the right
to the city," which encompasses substantive as well as procedural democracy for ordinary urban citizens.
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From reader reviews:

Jacob Smith:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Recapturing Democracy:
Neoliberalization and the Struggle for Alternative Urban Futures is our recommendation so you keep up with
the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Dennis Rodriguez:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Recapturing
Democracy: Neoliberalization and the Struggle for Alternative Urban Futures suitable to you? The particular
book was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled Recapturing Democracy: Neoliberalization
and the Struggle for Alternative Urban Futuresis the main of several books which everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
age that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of
people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Kevin Hardy:

Beside this kind of Recapturing Democracy: Neoliberalization and the Struggle for Alternative Urban
Futures in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information
and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Recapturing Democracy:
Neoliberalization and the Struggle for Alternative Urban Futures because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on,
that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to
read it from currently!

Lamar Santiago:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Recapturing Democracy:
Neoliberalization and the Struggle for Alternative Urban Futures can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh
book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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