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A Modest Proposal is a satirical essay written and published by Jonathan Swift. Swift suggests that the
impoverished Irish might ease their economic troubles by selling their children as food for rich gentlemen
and ladies. This satirical hyperbole mocks heartless attitudes towards the poor, as well as Irish policy in
general. In English writing, the phrase "a modest proposal" is now conventionally an allusion to this style of
straight-faced satire. Swift goes to great lengths to support his argument, including a list of possible
preparation styles for the children, and calculations showing the financial benefits of his suggestion. He uses
methods of argument throughout his essay which lampoon the then-influential William Petty and the social
engineering popular among followers of Francis Bacon. These lampoons include appealing to the authority
of "a very knowing American of my acquaintance in London" and "the famous Psalmanazar, a native of the
island Formosa." This essay is widely held to be one of the greatest examples of sustained irony in the
history of the English language. Much of its shock value derives from the fact that the first portion of the
essay describes the plight of starving beggars in Ireland, so that the reader is unprepared for the surprise of
Swift's solution when he states, "A young healthy child well nursed, is, at a year old, a most delicious
nourishing and wholesome food, whether stewed, roasted, baked, or boiled; and I make no doubt that it will
equally serve in a fricassee, or a ragout." Readers unacquainted with its reputation as a satirical work often
do not immediately realize that Swift was not seriously proposing cannibalism and infanticide. The satirical
element of the pamphlet is often only understood after the reader notes the allusions made by Swift to the
attitudes of landlords, such as the following: "I grant this food may be somewhat dear, and therefore very
proper for Landlords, who as they have already devoured most of the Parents, seem to have the best Title to
the Children." Swift extends the conceit to get in a few jibes at England’s mistreatment of Ireland, noting that
"For this kind of commodity will not bear exportation, and flesh being of too tender a consistence, to admit a
long continuance in salt, although perhaps I could name a country, which would be glad to eat up our whole
nation without it."
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From reader reviews:

Avis Zeiger:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled A Modest
Proposal? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Marie Brenneman:

This A Modest Proposal book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. That A Modest
Proposal without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry A Modest Proposal can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This A
Modest Proposal having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested
in reading.

Ronna Rutledge:

This A Modest Proposal is completely new way for you who has attention to look for some information since
it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or else you
who still having little digest in reading this A Modest Proposal can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself
in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So ,
don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.

Maria Simmons:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they get
a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book A Modest Proposal to make your current reading
is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose
basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be
first opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve A Modest Proposal
can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of
these time.
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