
Immigrants, Progressives, and Exclusion Politics:
The Dillingham Commission, 1900-1927

Robert F. Zeidel

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0875803237
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0875803237
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0875803237


Immigrants, Progressives, and Exclusion Politics: The
Dillingham Commission, 1900-1927

Robert F. Zeidel

Immigrants, Progressives, and Exclusion Politics: The Dillingham Commission, 1900-1927 Robert F.
Zeidel

The "Great American Problem" at the turn of the twentieth century was immigration. In the years after the
Civil War, not only had the annual numbers of immigrants skyrocketed but the demographic mix had
changed. These so-called new immigrants came from eastern and southern Europe; many were Catholics or
Jews. Clustered in the slums, clinging to their homeland traditions, they drew suspicion. Rumors of a papist
conspiracy and a wave of anti-Semitism swept the nation as rabid nativists crusaded—sometimes
violently—for the elimination of 'foreigners'.

In place of wholesale denunciation, wild theories, and impractical propositions, however, progressive
reformers proposed the calm consideration of rational and practical measures. With their faith in social
engineering, they believed that enlightened public policy would lead to prosperity and justice. Such was the
hope of the Dillingham Commission, appointed by Congress in 1907 to investigate the immigrant problem.

In Immigrants, Progressives, and Exclusion Politics, Robert Zeidel introduces the nine members of the
Dillingham Commission, created by the Immigration Act of 1907, and shadows them from day to day, in the
office, on board ship, at the inspection station. With every mile they traveled through Europe, with every
form that their staff completed, the commissioners meticulously gathered facts. On every page of their 41-
volume report, they sought to present those facts without bias. In general, the Dillingham Commission
reached positive conclusions about immigrants. While it recommended a few restrictions, it did so primarily
for economic—rather than cultural or "racial"—reasons.

With the isolationist backlash after the Great War and in the face of the Red Scare, the commission saw its
work hijacked. Compiled in the spirit of objectivity, the report was employed to justify purely nativist goals
as the United States imposed stringent regulations limiting the number of immigrants from other countries.
Prejudice trumped progressive idealism. As Zeidel demonstrates, social scientists in the 1920s learned what
physicists would discover two decades later: scientists do not control the consequences of their research.
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From reader reviews:

Aaron Tyler:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Immigrants,
Progressives, and Exclusion Politics: The Dillingham Commission, 1900-1927? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Arthur Walker:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when those
information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you get
it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not happen
with you if you take Immigrants, Progressives, and Exclusion Politics: The Dillingham Commission, 1900-
1927 as your daily resource information.

Yvonne Matz:

The book Immigrants, Progressives, and Exclusion Politics: The Dillingham Commission, 1900-1927 has a
lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored
by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Magdalena McKinney:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Immigrants, Progressives, and Exclusion Politics: The Dillingham Commission, 1900-1927
can make you sense more interested to read.
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