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In Learning from Language, Walter H. Beale seeks to bring together the disciplines of linguistics, rhetoric,
and literary studies through the concept of symmetry (how words mirror thought, society, and our vision of
the world).

Citing thinkers from antiquity to the present, Beale provides an in-depth study of linguistic theory,
development, and practice. He views the historic division between the schools of symmetry and asymmetry
(a belief that language developed as a structure independent of human experience), as built into the character
of language itself, and as an impediment to literary humanism (the combined study of language, rhetoric, and
literature to improve the competence and character of the individual).

In his analysis, Beale outlines and critiques traditional claims of symmetry, then offers new avenues of
approach to the subject. In doing so, he examines how important issues of human culture and consciousness
have parallels in processes of language; how linguistic patterns relate to pervasive human problems; how
language is an active participant in the expression, performance, and construction of reality; the concepts of
designating versus naming; figurative language as a process of reenvisioning reality; and the linking of style
to virtue by the ancients.

Beale concludes that both asymmetrical and symmetrical elements exist in language, each with their own
relevance, and that they are complementary, rather than opposing philosophies. The basic intuitions of
symmetry that relate language to life are powerful and important to all of English studies. Combined with a
love for the workings, sounds, and structures of language, Beale says, an understanding of symmetry can
help guide the pursuit of literary humanism.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Bannister:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to
the fact just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Learning from Language (Pitt Comp Literacy
Culture) to read.

Alfred Hoover:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Learning from Language
(Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Judy Finley:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Learning from Language (Pitt
Comp Literacy Culture) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you could pick Learning from Language (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) become
your own starter.

Scott Padilla:

This Learning from Language (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) is great guide for you because the content and
that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can state no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Learning from Language (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) in your hand like getting the world
in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book.



Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?
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