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On 14 January 1930, Horst Wessel, a young and ambitious member of the SA was shot at close range at his
home in Berlin. Although the crime was never completely solved, the murder was most likely committed by
a group of communists with close ties to the city’s gangland. Wessel later died from his injuries. Joseph
Goebbels, whose attention had already been drawn to Wessel as a possible future Nazi leader, was the first to
recognize the propaganda potential of the case. ‘A young martyr for the Third Reich’ he wrote in his diary on
23 February 1930 immediately after receiving the news of Wessel’s death. This was the beginning of the
myth-making that transformed an ordinary individual into a masculine role model for an entire
generation._x000D_
Two months later, thousands of people lined the streets for Wessel’s funeral parade and Goebbels delivered a
graveside eulogy. In the years that followed - and as Nazi power increased - Horst Wessel became the hero
of the Nazi movement - with his elaborate memorial quickly becoming a site of pilgrimage. The song Die
Fahne Hoch for which Wessel had written the lyrics (and which subsequently became popularly known as
the Horst Wessel Song) became the official Nazi party anthem and the Berlin district of Friedrichshain,
where Wessel was murdered was renamed Horst-Wessel-Stadt in his honour. Numerous biographies and
films followed._x000D_
Using previously unseen material, Daniel Siemens provides a fascinating and gripping account of the
background to Horst Wessel’s murder and uncovers how and why the Nazis made him a political hero. He
examines the Horst Wessel ‘cult’ which emerged in the aftermath of Wessel’s death and the murders of
revenge, particularly against Communists, committed by the SA and Gestapo after 1933. At the same time,
the story of Horst Wessel provides a portrait of the Nazi propaganda machine at its most effective and most
chilling.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Rodrigue:

Here thing why this Making of a Nazi Hero, The: The Murder and Myth of Horst Wessel are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is
the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Making of a Nazi Hero, The: The Murder and Myth of Horst
Wessel giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out there but there
is no guide that similar with Making of a Nazi Hero, The: The Murder and Myth of Horst Wessel. It gives
you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Making of a Nazi Hero, The: The Murder and Myth of Horst Wessel in e-book can be your alternate.

Fred Dean:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Making of a Nazi Hero, The: The Murder and Myth of Horst Wessel the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Making of a Nazi Hero, The: The Murder and Myth
of Horst Wessel giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is
your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Sarah Winship:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Making of a Nazi Hero, The: The
Murder and Myth of Horst Wessel that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great
deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only
for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who
want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Making of a Nazi Hero, The: The Murder and Myth
of Horst Wessel become your starter.

Brian Hill:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social similar to



newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for the
Making of a Nazi Hero, The: The Murder and Myth of Horst Wessel when you required it?
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