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A chronicle of life on the resplendent island, combining the immediacy of memoir with the vividness of
travelogue and reportage
 
Adele Barker and her son, Noah, settled into the central highlands of Sri Lanka for an eighteen-month
sojourn, immersing themselves in the customs, cultures, and landscapes of the island—its elephants, birds,
and monkeys; its hot curries and sweet mangoes; the cacophony of its markets; the resonant evening chants
from its temples. They hear stories of the island’s colorful past and its twenty-five-year civil war between the
Sinhalese majority and the Tamil Tigers. When, having returned home to Tucson, Barker awakes on
December 26, 2004, to see televised images of the island’s southern shore disappearing into the ocean, she
decides she must go back. Traveling from the southernmost coasts to the farthest outposts of the Tamil north,
she witnesses the ravages of the tsunami that killed forty-eight thousand Sri Lankans in the space of twenty
minutes, and reports from the ground on the triumphs and failures of relief efforts. Combining the
immediacy of memoir and the vividness of travelogue with the insight of the best reportage, Not Quite
Paradise chronicles life in a place few have ever visited.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Davis:

The book Not Quite Paradise: An American Sojourn in Sri Lanka gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Not Quite
Paradise: An American Sojourn in Sri Lanka to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add
your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like wide open and read a publication Not Quite Paradise: An American Sojourn in Sri
Lanka. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do
you think about this reserve?

Michelle Porter:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Not Quite Paradise: An
American Sojourn in Sri Lanka book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Cleveland Wheeler:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent all day every day to reading a publication. The book Not Quite Paradise: An American Sojourn in
Sri Lanka it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can
buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but
this book provides high quality.

Robert Barker:

This Not Quite Paradise: An American Sojourn in Sri Lanka is great reserve for you because the content that
is full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Not



Quite Paradise: An American Sojourn in Sri Lanka in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it
is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but
this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in
which?
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