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Roger A. Crockett's comprehensive overview of Friedrich Durrenmatt's dramatic and narrative oeuvre
reveals the international importance of one of Switzerland's most talented and scandalous playwrights.
Durrenmatt gained fame beyond the Swiss borders in the early 1950s with the serialized detective novel "The
Judge and His Hangman" and a series of radio dramas. His worldwide acclaim, however, rests largely on two
dramas that have been canonized and anthologized as 20th-century classics of the world stage: "The Visit"
(1956) and "The Physicist" (1962). In "Understanding Friedrich Durrenmatt", Crockett treats the acclaimed
masterworks as well as the failures, following Durrenmatt's conviction that the latter are often as revealing
about an author as the former. In addition to his thorough appraisal of Durrenmatt's dramatic canon, Crockett
also provides careful readings of the dramatist's prose works. This introductory volume explores the
playwright's chaotic universe, where God has retreated beyond the stars and where blind change is the real
prime mover, justice is corruptible, ideologies useless and tragedy no longer possible. Yet despite the
overriding pessimism of Durrenmatt's "Weltanschauung", the author argues that the playwright remains a
genial master of comedy. Through the laughter he allows his reader to see that all is not lost, that there are
virtues worth fighting for, and that there are still courageous Don Quixotes worthy of the title "hero".
Crockett contends that as a theorist of the modern German stage, Durrenmatt stands toe to toe with Bertolt
Brecht.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Gillon:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Understanding Friedrich
Durrenmatt (Understanding Modern European and Latin American Literature). All type of book are you able
to see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Kim Armstrong:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Understanding Friedrich Durrenmatt
(Understanding Modern European and Latin American Literature) is our recommendation to help you keep
up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Dawn Nelson:

This Understanding Friedrich Durrenmatt (Understanding Modern European and Latin American Literature)
tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this
Understanding Friedrich Durrenmatt (Understanding Modern European and Latin American Literature) can
be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an
individual with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that
this Understanding Friedrich Durrenmatt (Understanding Modern European and Latin American Literature)
giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that
we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Frances Pierce:

The actual book Understanding Friedrich Durrenmatt (Understanding Modern European and Latin American
Literature) will bring someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the
idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book
Understanding Friedrich Durrenmatt (Understanding Modern European and Latin American Literature) is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.
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