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Relying on religious traditions that are as old as their faith itself, many devout Christians turn to prayer rather
than medicine when their children fall victim to illness or injury. Faith healers claim that their practices are
effective in restoring health - more effective, they say, than modern medicine. But, over the past century,
hundreds of children have died after being denied the basic medical treatments furnished by physicians
because of their parents intense religious beliefs. The tragic deaths of these youngsters have received intense
scrutiny from both the news media and public authorities seeking to protect the health and welfare of
children. When Prayer Fails: Faith Healing, Children, and the Law is the first book to fully examine the
complex web of legal and ethical questions that arise when criminal prosecutions are mounted against
parents whose children die as a result of the phenomenon known by experts as religion-based medical
neglect. Do constitutional protections for religious liberty shield parents who fail to provide adequate
medical treatment for their sick children? Are parents likewise shielded by state child-neglect faith laws that
seem to include exemptions for healing practices? What purpose do prosecutions really serve when its clear
that many deeply religious parents harbor no fear of temporal punishment? Peters offers a review of
important legal cases in both England and America from the 19th century to the present day. He devotes
special attention to cases involving Christian Science, the source of many religion-based medical neglect
deaths, but also considers cases arising from the refusal of Jehovahs witnesses to allow blood transfusions or
inoculations. Individual cases dating back to the mid-19th century illuminate not only the legal issues at
stake but also the profound human drama of religion-based medical neglect of children. Based on a wide
array of primary and secondary source materials - among them judicial opinions, trial transcripts, police and
medical examiner reports, news accounts, personal interviews, and scholarly studies - this book explores
efforts by the legal system to balance judicial protections for the religious liberty of faith-healers against the
states obligation to safeguard the rights of children.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Garza:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
a person is you don't know which you should start with. This When Prayer Fails: Faith Healing, Children,
and the Law is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Dolores Stiger:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take When Prayer Fails: Faith Healing, Children, and the
Law as the daily resource information.

Harold Felix:

The actual book When Prayer Fails: Faith Healing, Children, and the Law will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book When Prayer Fails: Faith Healing, Children, and
the Law is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you
can easier to read the book.

Richard King:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit
or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this When Prayer Fails: Faith Healing, Children, and the Law can make you truly feel
more interested to read.
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