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Jacob Riis was one of the very few men who photographed the slums of New York at the turn of the century,
when as many as 300,000 people per square mile were crowded into the tenements of New York's Lower
East Side. The filth and degradation made the area a hell for the immigrants forced to live there. Riis was one
of those immigrants, and, after years of abject poverty, when he became a police reporter for the New York
Tribune, he exposed the shameful conditions of life with which he was all too familiar. Today, he is best
remembered as a compassionate and effective reformer and as a pioneer photo-journalist.
In How the Other Half Lives, New Yorkers read with horror that three-quarters of the residents of their city
were housed in tenements and that in those tenements rents were substantially higher than in better sections
of the city. In his book Riis gave a full and detailed picture of what life in those slums was like, how the
slums were created, how and why they remained as they were, who was forced to live there, and offered
suggestions for easing the lot of the poor. Riis originally documented all his studies with photographs.
However, since the half-tone technique of photo reproduction had not been perfected, the original edition
included mainly reductions in sketch-form of Riis' photographs. These could not begin to capture what Riis'
sensitive camera caught on film. The anguish and the apathy, the toughness and the humiliation of the
anonymous faces is all but obliterated in the sketches. This Dover edition includes fully 100 photographs,
many famous, and many less familiar, from the Riis collection of the City Museum, and their inclusion here
creates a closer conformity to Riis' intentions than did the original edition.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Wirth:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve How the Other Half Lives will make
you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But
some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may
be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Karon Hall:

This How the Other Half Lives book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this publication incredible
fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get.
This specific How the Other Half Lives without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical
in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry How the Other Half Lives can bring when you are and
not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
telephone. This How the Other Half Lives having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you
will not experience uninterested in reading.

Richard Morris:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline How the Other
Half Lives suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book
untitled How the Other Half Livesis one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you
ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about
this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Elsie Hawkins:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be How the Other Half Lives why because the excellent cover that
make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic
as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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