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Of all the things we do and say, most will never be repeated or reproduced. Once in a while, however, an
idea or a practice generates a chain of transmission that covers more distance through space and time than
any individual person ever could. What makes such transmission chains possible? For two centuries, the
dominant view (from psychology to anthropology) was that humans owe their cultural prosperity to their
powers of imitation. In this view, modern cultures exist because the people who carry them are gifted at
remembering, storing and reproducing information. How Traditions Live and Die proposes an alternative to
this standard view. What makes traditions live is not a general-purpose imitation capacity. Cultural
transmission is partial, selective, often unfaithful. Some traditions live on in spite of this, because they tap
into widespread and basic cognitive preferences. These attractive traditions spread, not by being better
retained or more accurately transferred, but because they are transmitted over and over. This theory is used to
shed light on various puzzles of cultural change (from the distribution of bird songs to the staying power of
childrens rhymes) and to explain the special relation that links the human species to its cultures. Morin
combines recent work in cognitive anthropology with new advances in quantitative cultural history, to map
and predict the diffusion of traditions. This book is both an introduction and an accessible alternative to
contemporary theories of cultural evolution.
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From reader reviews:

Craig Baker:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the How Traditions Live and Die
(Foundations of Human Interaction) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Cornelius Ryerson:

The e-book with title How Traditions Live and Die (Foundations of Human Interaction) contains a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Michael Albright:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but also novel and How Traditions Live and Die (Foundations of Human
Interaction) or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel
wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes How Traditions Live and Die (Foundations of Human Interaction) to make your spare time a lot
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Gloria Quinones:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. Through the book
How Traditions Live and Die (Foundations of Human Interaction) we can have more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best
book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book How Traditions Live and
Die (Foundations of Human Interaction). You can more inviting than now.
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