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For much of the twentieth century, the New York Jewish deli was an iconic institution in both Jewish and
American life. As a social space it rivaled—and in some ways surpassed—the synagogue as the primary
gathering place for the Jewish community. In popular culture it has been the setting for classics like When
Harry Met Sally
. And today, after a long period languishing in the trenches of the hopelessly old-fashioned, it is experiencing
a nostalgic resurgence.
 
Pastrami on Rye is the first full-length history of the New York Jewish deli. The deli, argues Ted Merwin,
reached its full flowering not in the immigrant period, as some might assume, but in the interwar era, when
the children of Jewish immigrants celebrated the first flush of their success in America by downing
sandwiches and cheesecake in theater district delis. But it was the kosher deli that followed Jews as they
settled in the outer boroughs of the city, and that became the most tangible symbol of their continuing desire
to maintain a connection to their heritage. Ultimately, upwardly mobile American Jews discarded the deli as
they transitioned from outsider to insider status in the middle of the century. Now contemporary Jews are
returning the deli to cult status as they seek to reclaim their cultural identities. 
 
Richly researched and compellingly told, Pastrami on Rye gives us the surprising story of a quintessential
New York institution.
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From reader reviews:

John Wannamaker:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone is you don't
know which one you should start with. This Pastrami on Rye: An Overstuffed History of the Jewish Deli is
our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Kathy Donnelly:

The feeling that you get from Pastrami on Rye: An Overstuffed History of the Jewish Deli will be the more
deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Pastrami on Rye: An Overstuffed History of the Jewish
Deli giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of Pastrami on
Rye: An Overstuffed History of the Jewish Deli instantly.

Walter Feuerstein:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Pastrami on Rye: An Overstuffed History of the Jewish
Deli why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

David Baker:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find book
that need more time to be examine. Pastrami on Rye: An Overstuffed History of the Jewish Deli can be your
answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.
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