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“You’ve got to understand, we are ideologues,” Tom DeLay once told a journalist. “We have an agenda. We
have a philosophy. I want to repeal the Clean Air Act. No one came to me and said, ‘Please repeal the Clean
Air Act.’ We say to the lobbyists, ‘Help us.’ We know what we want to do and we find the people to help us
do that. We go to the lobbyists and say, ‘Help us get this in the appropriations bill.”
 
It was a stunning admission. Lawmakers, DeLay was basically saying, relied on paid lobbyists to get bills
passed, not the other way around. The federal government was so complex, the challenges of leadership so
difficult, that lobbyists were more likely to get things done than the people’s representatives. And DeLay,
because of his “ideology,” was happy to play along. The age of K Street had arrived. The Republicans were
just along for the ride.
 
from The K Street Gang

What happens when ideologues obtain power? The K Street Gang is the inside story of how a group of self-
styled Republican reformers succumbed to the temptations of power, becoming even worse than the
Democrats they had been elected to replace. Now, some of those very reformers, including Tom DeLay and
Jack Abramoff, are under investigation, their careers and reputations tarnished by the very system they
helped to create.

The story begins in 1994, when a landslide victory led to the first GOP-controlled Congress in forty years.
The Republicans had it all: a visionary leader in Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich, a program for reform
in the Contract With America, and a bonafide electoral mandate. They pledged to shrink government, reform
politics, and drain the swamp of public malfeasance. Ten years later the Republican party finds itself
embroiled in crippling scandals that have already brought about the fall of House majority leader DeLay and
may reach all the way into the White House.

In The K Street Gang, you'll meet DeLay, the brazen ideologue and prodigious fundraiser who invited
lobbyists to run amok in exchange for campaign contributions; Jack Abramoff, the conservative activist who
left a troubled career in Hollywood for a new beginning as a Washington lobbyist, only to fleece his clients
out of millions of dollars; Ralph Reed, the former executive director of the Christian Coalition whose
principles took a backseat to his business interests; Grover Norquist, the fiery antitax activist who provided
intellectual ammunition for the Republican takeover of the lobbying industry, only to see the lobbyists take
over his party; and Adam Kidan, a down-on-his-luck Republican businessman who engineered the scam of a
lifetime-one that had deadly consequences.

You'll learn how mysterious Russian businessmen with ties to Soviet military intelligence paid for Tom
DeLay's trip to Moscow, then sold weapons to Jack Abramoff who resold them to militant Israeli settlers;
how Grover Norquist helped arranged meetings between George W. Bush and men who are now alleged to
be Islamic terrorists; how a former lifeguard rose from beachbum to aide to one of Washington's most
powerful congressmen to high-powered and extremely wealthy lobbyist, and how he lost it all; and how a



routine audit of an obscure Indian tribe's finances has led to a widespread public corruption investigation that
threatens the political futures of half a dozen congressmen and the political future of the Republican Party.

In The K Street Gang, Matthew Continetti takes us behind the headlines to meet a group of young idealists
who came to Washington to do good and ended up staying to do well. It's about the perils of power and the
high cost of greed. Above all, it's about how the American conservative movement began as a cause, turned
into a career and ended up as a racket.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Lemaster:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will require this The K Street Gang: The Rise and Fall of the Republican Machine.

Arturo McDaniel:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be read. The K Street
Gang: The Rise and Fall of the Republican Machine can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who
have those short free time problems.

Richard Zhang:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The The K Street Gang: The Rise and Fall of the Republican Machine provide you with a
new experience in reading through a book.

Jack Rosa:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to at this time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important,
boring as well as can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to
suit your needs. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The K Street Gang: The Rise and Fall of the
Republican Machine can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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