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Women physicians in nineteenth-century America faced a unique challenge in gaining acceptance to the
medical field as it began its transformation into a professional institution. The profession had begun to
increasingly insist on masculine traits as signs of competency. Not only were these traits inaccessible to
women according to nineteenth-century gender ideology, but showing competence as a medical professional
was not enough. Whether women could or should be physicians hinged mostly on maintaining their
femininity while displaying the newly established standard traits of successful practitioners of medicine.

Women Physicians and Professional Ethos provides a unique example of how women influenced both
popular and medical discourse. This volume is especially notable because it considers the work of African
American and American Indian women professionals. Drawing on a range of books, articles, and speeches,
Carolyn Skinner analyzes the rhetorical practices of nineteenth-century American women physicians. She
redefines ethos in a way that reflects the persuasive efforts of women who claimed the authority and
expertise of the physician with great difficulty.

Descriptions of ethos have traditionally been based on masculine communication and behavior, leaving
women’s rhetorical situations largely unaccounted for. Skinner’s feminist model considers the constraints
imposed by material resources and social position, the reciprocity between speaker and audience, the effect
of one rhetor’s choices on the options available to others, the connections between ethos and genre, the
potential for ethos to be developed and used collectively by similarly situated people, and the role ethos
plays in promoting social change. Extending recent theorizations of ethos as a spatial, ecological, and
potentially communal concept, Skinneridentifies nineteenth-century women physicians’ rhetorical strategies
and outlines a feminist model of ethos that gives readers a more nuanced understanding of how this mode of
persuasion operates for all speakers and writers.
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From reader reviews:

Elisabeth Martinez:

This Women Physicians and Professional Ethos in Nineteenth-Century America (Studies in Rhetorics and
Feminisms) are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason
why of this Women Physicians and Professional Ethos in Nineteenth-Century America (Studies in Rhetorics
and Feminisms) can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this Women Physicians and Professional Ethos in Nineteenth-Century America
(Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel
in reading.

Rodolfo Buker:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the guide untitled Women Physicians and Professional Ethos in Nineteenth-Century America
(Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Shirley Vega:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere?
It ok you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Women Physicians
and Professional Ethos in Nineteenth-Century America (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Joseph Wilds:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of book Women
Physicians and Professional Ethos in Nineteenth-Century America (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms).
You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge
and make you happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you
from one destination for a other place.
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