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In 1900, some 100,000 people living in Bulgaria—2 percent of the country’s population—could be described
as Greek, whether by nationality, language, or religion. The complex identities of the population—proud
heirs of ancient Hellenic colonists, loyal citizens of their Bulgarian homeland, members of a wider Greek
diasporic community, devout followers of the Orthodox Patriarchate in Istanbul, and reluctant supporters of
the Greek government in Athens—became entangled in the growing national tensions between Bulgaria and
Greece during the first half of the twentieth century. In Between Two Motherlands, Theodora Dragostinova
explores the shifting allegiances of this Greek minority in Bulgaria. Diverse social groups contested the
meaning of the nation, shaping and reshaping what it meant to be Greek and Bulgarian during the slow and
painful transition from empire to nation-states in the Balkans. In these decades, the region was racked by a
series of upheavals (the Balkan Wars, World War I, interwar population exchanges, World War II, and
Communist revolutions). The Bulgarian Greeks were caught between the competing agendas of two states
increasingly bent on establishing national homogeneity. Based on extensive research in the archives of
Bulgaria and Greece, as well as fieldwork in the two countries, Dragostinova shows that the Greek
population did not blindly follow Greek nationalist leaders but was torn between identification with the land
of their birth and loyalty to the Greek cause. Many emigrated to Greece in response to nationalist pressures;
others sought to maintain their Greek identity and traditions within Bulgaria; some even switched sides when
it suited their personal interests. National loyalties remained fluid despite state efforts to fix ethnic and
political borders by such means as population movements, minority treaties, and stringent citizenship rules.
The lessons of a case such as this continue to reverberate wherever and whenever states try to adjust national
borders in regions long inhabited by mixed populations.
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From reader reviews:

Shanon Stephens:

This Between Two Motherlands: Nationality and Emigration among the Greeks of Bulgaria, 1900-1949 are
generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Between
Two Motherlands: Nationality and Emigration among the Greeks of Bulgaria, 1900-1949 can be one of the
great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with
information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Between Two
Motherlands: Nationality and Emigration among the Greeks of Bulgaria, 1900-1949 forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Tracy Painter:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent the whole day to reading a guide. The book Between Two Motherlands: Nationality and
Emigration among the Greeks of Bulgaria, 1900-1949 it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals
who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Michael Becker:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more
time to be study. Between Two Motherlands: Nationality and Emigration among the Greeks of Bulgaria,
1900-1949 can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short free time
problems.

Rita Furguson:

You can get this Between Two Motherlands: Nationality and Emigration among the Greeks of Bulgaria,
1900-1949 by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or
printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking
because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways



to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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