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Late nineteenth-century San Francisco was an ethnically diverse but male-dominated society bustling from a
rowdy gold rush, earthquakes, and explosive economic growth. Within this booming marketplace, some
women stepped beyond their roles as wives, caregivers, and homemakers to start businesses that combined
family concerns with money-making activities. Edith Sparks traces the experiences of these women
entrepreneurs, exploring who they were, why they started businesses, how they attracted customers and
managed finances, and how they dealt with failure.

Using a unique sample of bankruptcy records, credit reports, advertisements, city directories, census reports,
and other sources, Sparks argues that women were competitive, economic actors, strategizing how best to
capitalize on their skills in the marketplace. Their boardinghouses, restaurants, saloons, beauty shops,
laundries, and clothing stores dotted the city's landscape. By the early twentieth century, however,
technological advances, new preferences for name-brand goods, and competition from large-scale retailers
constricted opportunities for women entrepreneurs at the same time that new opportunities for women with
families drew them into other occupations. Sparks's analysis demonstrates that these businesswomen were
intimately tied to the fortunes of the city over its first seventy years.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Siegrist:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Capital Intentions:
Female Proprietors in San Francisco, 1850-1920 (The Luther H. Hodges Jr. and Luther H. Hodges Sr. Series
on Business, Entrepreneurship, and Public Policy) suitable to you? The book was written by well known
writer in this era. The book untitled Capital Intentions: Female Proprietors in San Francisco, 1850-1920 (The
Luther H. Hodges Jr. and Luther H. Hodges Sr. Series on Business, Entrepreneurship, and Public Policy)is a
single of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world.
When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented
of the world within this book.

Vincent Mireles:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Capital Intentions: Female Proprietors in San
Francisco, 1850-1920 (The Luther H. Hodges Jr. and Luther H. Hodges Sr. Series on Business,
Entrepreneurship, and Public Policy) can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?

John Rowland:

You can obtain this Capital Intentions: Female Proprietors in San Francisco, 1850-1920 (The Luther H.
Hodges Jr. and Luther H. Hodges Sr. Series on Business, Entrepreneurship, and Public Policy) by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this
book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper
ways for you.

Pamela Stanley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except



your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Capital Intentions: Female Proprietors in San
Francisco, 1850-1920 (The Luther H. Hodges Jr. and Luther H. Hodges Sr. Series on Business,
Entrepreneurship, and Public Policy).
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