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On May 22, 1863, after two failed attempts to take the city of Vicksburg by assault, Major General Ulysses
S. Grant declared in a letter to the commander of the Union fleet on the Mississippi River that “the nature of
the ground about Vicksburg is such that it can only be taken by a siege.” The 47-day siege of Vicksburg
orchestrated by Grant resulted in the eventual surrender of the city and fulfilled a major strategic goal for the
Union: command of the Mississippi River for the remainder of the war. In this revealing volume, Michael B.
Ballard offers the first in-depth exploration of Grant’s thoughts and actions during this critical operation,
providing a never-before-seen portrait of the general in the midst of one of his most notable achievements.

After an overview of Grant’s early Civil War career from his first battle through the early stages of the
attacks on Vicksburg, Ballard describes in detail how Grant conducted the siege, examining his military
decisions, placement of troops, strategy and tactics, engineering objectives, and relationships with other
officers.  Grant’s worried obsession with a perceived danger of a rear attack by Joseph Johnston’s
Confederate army, Ballard shows, affected his decision making, and shows how threats of Confederate
action occupied more of Grant’s time than did the siege itself.  

In addition, Ballard soundly dispels a false story about Grant’s alleged drinking binge early in the siege that
has been taken as truthful by many historians, examines how racism in Grant’s army impacted the lives of
freed black people and slaves in the Vicksburg area, and explores Grant’s strained relationship with John
McClernand, a politically appointed general from Illinois. The book concludes with the surrender of
Vicksburg on July 4, 1863, the expulsion of Johnston and his army from the region, and demonstrates the
impact of the siege on the outcome on the short and long-terms of Grant’s military career.

By analyzing Grant’s personality during the siege and how he dealt with myriad issues as both a general and
an administrator, Grant at Vicksburg offers a revealing rendering of the legendary general. 
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From reader reviews:

Frances Norman:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Grant at Vicksburg:
The General and the Siege? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you
have additional opinion?

Mary Gillon:

The book Grant at Vicksburg: The General and the Siege can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Grant at Vicksburg: The
General and the Siege? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can
give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
Grant at Vicksburg: The General and the Siege has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is
very wonderful.

Rose Nguyen:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Grant at Vicksburg: The General and the Siege book is readable
through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
connected with Grant at Vicksburg: The General and the Siege content conveys objective easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such
as it. So , do you continue to thinking Grant at Vicksburg: The General and the Siege is not loveable to be
your top checklist reading book?

Mary Logsdon:

The experience that you get from Grant at Vicksburg: The General and the Siege could be the more deep you
searching the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to recognise but Grant at Vicksburg: The General and the Siege giving you joy
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through
anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes
your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of Grant at Vicksburg: The General and
the Siege instantly.
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