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Urgent calls have gone forth--from the White House and Congress, from schools, churches, synagogues, and
other agencies--for Americans to become more involved in caring for the needy and in serving their
communities. And as federal and state governments across the nation cut back on aid to the poor and
disabled, the role of volunteerism can only grow in importance. But how can we inspire caring behavior in
our young when so many adults seem indifferent to the problems of the needy, when many problems (such as
homelessness) seem beyond individual effort, and when agencies often come under fire for ineffectiveness if
not corruption?
Drawing on deeply moving personal accounts from young people who have become involved in community
service, as well as on data from recent national surveys, Learning to Care looks at why teenagers become
involved in volunteer work, what problems and pressures they face, and what we can do to nurture caring in
our youth. Robert Wuthnow's intimate interviews bring to life the stories of high school student volunteers,
teenagers such as Tanika Lane, a freshman who works with Literacy Education and Direction (LEAD), a
job-training program for inner-city kids, and Amy Stone, a homecoming queen and student-body president at
a suburban southern school who organizes rallies for AIDS awareness. Through these profiles, Wuthnow
shows that caring is not innate but learned, in part from the spontaneous warmth of family life, and in part
from finding the right kind of volunteer work. He contends that volunteers' sense of service is shaped by
what they find in school service clubs, in shelters for the homeless, in working with AIDS victims, or in
tutoring inner-city children. And Wuthnow also argues that the best environment to nurture the helping
impulse is the religious setting, where in fact the great bulk of volunteering in America takes place. In these
organizations, as well as in schools and community agencies, teenagers can find the role models and moral
incentives that will instill a sense of service that they can then carry into their adult life.
Robert Wuthnow is one of our leading commentators on religious life in America, the author of Acts of
Compassion, which was nominated for both a Pulitzer Prize and a National Book Award. Learning to Care,
the sequel to that highly acclaimed volume, offers an eye-opening (and somewhat reassuring) portrait of
volunteerism among America's youth, as it helps lay the groundwork for teaching our children to care.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Lucas:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just their can do
in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
pre-school until university need this Learning to Care: Elementary Kindness in an Age of Indifference to
read.

Tom Rivera:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally
but the problems coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Learning to
Care: Elementary Kindness in an Age of Indifference is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Lisa Sullivan:

This book untitled Learning to Care: Elementary Kindness in an Age of Indifference to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

William Holmes:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Learning to Care: Elementary Kindness in an Age of Indifference your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The Learning to Care: Elementary Kindness in an Age
of Indifference giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind
will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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