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In two previous books, Janet Malcolm explored the hidden sides of, respectively, institutional psychoanalysis
and Freudian biography. In this book, she examines the psychopathology of journalism. Using a strange and
unprecedented lawsuit as her larger-than-life example -- the lawsuit of Jeffrey MacDonald, a convicted
murderer, against Joe McGinniss, the author of Fatal Vision, a book about the crime -- she delves into the
always uneasy, sometimes tragic relationship that exists between journalist and subject. In Malcolm's view,
neither journalist nor subject can avoid the moral impasse that is built into the journalistic situation. When
the text first appeared, as a two-part article in The New Yorker, its thesis seemed so radical and its irony so
pitiless that journalists across the country reacted as if stung.

Her book is a work of journalism as well as an essay on journalism: it at once exemplifies and dissects its
subject. In her interviews with the leading and subsidiary characters in the MacDonald-McGinniss case -- the
principals, their lawyers, the members of the jury, and the various persons who testified as expert witnesses
at the trial -- Malcolm is always aware of herself as a player in a game that, as she points out, she cannot
lose. The journalist-subject encounter has always troubled journalists, but never before has it been looked at
so unflinchingly and so ruefully. Hovering over the narrative -- and always on the edge of the reader's
consciousness -- is the MacDonald murder case itself, which imparts to the book an atmosphere of anxiety
and uncanniness. The Journalist and the Murderer derives from and reflects many of the dominant
intellectual concerns of our time, and it will have a particular appeal for those who cherish the odd, the off-
center, and the unsolved.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Natal:

The book The Journalist and the Murderer make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Journalist and the
Murderer for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a reserve The
Journalist and the Murderer. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or
other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

John Bennett:

Precisely why? Because this The Journalist and the Murderer is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading
this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content within
easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So ,
still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Kimberly Hutton:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Journalist and the Murderer the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide
then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The The Journalist and
the Murderer giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
info for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and
mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Andrea Lampkin:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top collection in your reading list is usually The Journalist and the Murderer. This book which
can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward
and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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